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FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

Dear Friends in SESAH, 
 

We in North Carolina are looking forward eagerly to 

your coming to our state for the 2008 SESAH 

meeting. Thanks to Lisa Tolbert, Patrick Lucas, and 

others at the University of North Carolina at 

Greensboro and Preservation Greensboro, we have a 

rich experience ahead of us. Elsewhere in this 

newsletter, you’ll find the program schedule, 

registration materials, and an overview of 

Greensboro’s development.  
 

As you will see, Greensboro is a city grounded in 

industry, business, and education. The architecture 

reflects its long history from its founding in 1808 to 

recent modernist work. Our visits to the antebellum 

villa, Blandwood, designed by architect Alexander 

Jackson Davis, and to the home of modernist architect 

Edward Loewenstein, will be special treats.  
 

Two distinguished keynote speakers, Thomas 

Hanchett and Louis Nelson, will broaden our 

understanding of the Southern piedmont region of 

which Greensboro is a part. 
 

An especially rewarding part of this conference is the 

pair of excellent study tours offered by leading 

scholars, who will share their extensive research into 

two unique architectural worlds.  
 

Jo Leimenstoll of UNCG will lead a tour into the 

rolling plantation countryside of Caswell County, 

which lies north of Greensboro--and a world away--

near the Dan River and Virginia. Drawing upon her 

work for a forthcoming book, Jo will show us private 

antebellum homes featuring the work of the famed 

free cabinetmaker of color, Thomas Day. His work is 

indeed extraordinary, with bold and even 

eccentrically curvaceous stair newels, robust mantels, 

and other features that carry his inventive spirit.  
 

Benjamin Briggs, himself a Quaker, will lead us on a 

tour into the Quaker settlement that preceded 

Greensboro. Jamestown is one of the most intact 

Quaker communities in the state, known for its 

leaders in education and manumission. The simple, 

finely crafted architecture of the early nineteenth 

century Quaker heritage is memorable for its quiet 

beauty, with the intact Mendenhall House a special 

place indeed. 
 

For those who teach, these tours will be extremely 

valuable and full of photogenic sites. We hope you 

will encourage your students to sign up for this direct 

experience of unusual Southern landscapes and 

architecture. Personal Note: I have been on earlier 

versions of both tours and am eager to go again--

choosing which one is the only problem.  
 

The conference organizers have worked to make the 

conference especially affordable for students, and 

since there are many colleges and universities within 

a reasonable drive of Greensboro, we encourage you 

to urge your students to come, to enjoy SESAH’s 

gracious company, meet one another and other 

scholars, hear papers (several by students), and 

participate in the tours.  
 

It’s to your advantage to register in time for the early 

bird rates this summer. You may also want to plan a 

little extra time to see the sights of Greensboro: 

there’s plenty more for the aficionado of industrial 

architecture, downtown architecture, memorial sites 

of the American Revolution and the Civil Rights 

movement, early twentieth century suburbs, mill 

villages, and more.  
 

Y’all come see us, now, y’hear? 
 

Catherine Bishir 

Raleigh, North Carolina 
 

 
Image: Downtown Greensboro, ca.1946. 

Courtesy Durwood Barbour Collection of North Carolina Postcards, 

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill Library. 
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Nighttime Greensboro skyline with a passenger train passing through.  

 

FROM THE EDITOR 
 

This issue of the SESAH Newsletter contains much information on the 

upcoming 26
th

 Annual Meeting in Greensboro, North Carolina. I wanted to 

thank the members of the committee planning this conference for their 

many contributions to this issue. This includes Lisa Tolbert, Ruth Little, 

Catherine Bishir, and Patrick Lee Lucas. 
 

I also wanted to let you know that we are planning to introduce new 

ongoing columns and special articles on issues and topics that are relevant 

to SESAH members. For example, this issue contains a short article on the 

impact of recent tornados on historic architecture in Tennessee. If you have 

ideas or suggestions for future articles, please do let me know.  
 

Also, be sure to check the SESAH website (www.sesah.org) where you can 

now download the Spring 2008 SESAH Newsletter in full color.  
 

On a personal note, I wanted to let you know that I have accepted a new 

position as Senior Architectural Historian with Parsons Brinckerhoff, a 

consulting and planning firm based in NYC. I will work in the Nashville 

office, beginning May 27, 2008. I hope everyone enjoys the summer and I 

look forward to hearing from you! 
 

Robbie D. Jones 

Editor, SESAH Newsletter 

4329 Hermitage Road 

Nashville, TN 37138 

robbiejones4@comcast.net 
 

Send editorial correspondence and submissions for publication to the 

SESAH Newsletter editor. Deadline for submission of material for the 

Fall 2008 issue is August 11, 2008. Contact the editor about format 

preference.  
 

The SESAH Newsletter has been published three times yearly since 1983. 

Visit www.sesah.org to download recent issues of the SESAH Newsletter.  
 

All content is copyrighted © 2008 by the Southeast Chapter of the Society 

of Architectural Historians and is protected by federal copyright law.  
 

Printed by Allegra Print & Imaging, Nashville, Tennessee.  

SESAH OFFICERS 
 

PRESIDENT (2009)  

Catherine Bishir, North Carolina State Univ. 
 

PAST PRESIDENT (2008)  

David Gobel, SCAD 
 

VICE PRESIDENT (2009)  

Michael Fazio, Mississippi State Univ. 
 

SECRETARY (2008)  

David Sachs, Kansas State Univ. 
 

TREASURER (2008)  

Robert M. Craig, Georgia Tech 
 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR (2010)  

Robbie D. Jones, The Hermitage, Tennessee 
 

WEB WEAVER (2008)  

Mikesch Muecke, Iowa State Univ. 
 

ARRIS EDITOR (2010) 

Stephen James, Univ. of Houston 
 

PROGRAM DIRECTOR (2008)  

Lisa C. Tolbert, UNC-Greensboro 
 

PRESERVATION OFFICER 

Travis McDonald, Poplar Forest, Virginia 
 

STATE REPRESENTATIVES: 
 

Alabama (2008)  

Philippe Osźuscik, Univ. of South Alabama 
 

Arkansas (2008)  

Kim Sexton, Univ. of Arkansas 
 

Florida (2009)  

Paul Sprague, Univ. of Florida 
 

Georgia (2009)  

Daves Rossell, SCAD 
 

Kentucky (2009)  

Julia Smyth-Pinney, Univ. of Kentucky 
 

Louisiana (2010)  

Ellen Weiss, Tulane Univ. 
 

Mississippi (2010)  
David Lewis, Mississippi State Univ. 
 

North Carolina (2010) 
Ruth Little, Longleaf Historic Resources 
 

South Carolina (2008)  
Andrew W. Chandler, SC Archives & History 
 

Tennessee (2008)  
Gavin Townsend, UT-Chattanooga  
 

Texas (2009)   

Stephen James, Univ. of Houston 
 

Virginia (2010)  

Richard G. Wilson, Univ. of Virginia 
 

At-Large (2009)  

Sara Butler, Roger Williams Univ., Rhode Island 
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26
th

 SESAH Annual Meeting Overview 
 

A word about your sponsors: The Departments of History 

and Interior Architecture enjoy an eight-year collaboration 

between two different academic units to foster a graduate 

level public history program with concentrations in 

Museum Studies and Historic Preservation at the 

University of North Carolina at Greensboro.  
 

Our community partner in co-sponsoring the 2008 SESAH 

Annual Meeting is Preservation Greensboro 

Incorporated, a local nonprofit organization founded in 

1966 whose programs include Blandwood Museum, 

preservation workshops and walking tours, a volunteer 

architectural salvage program, annual awards, children’s 

activities, and the news magazine, Landmarks.  
 

A word about the conference theme: Greensboro celebrates 

its bicentennial anniversary in 2008 and that historic event 

has inspired our conference theme, 

Old South…New South. Two keynote speakers will 

provide interpretive frameworks for understanding the 

varied landscape of the Piedmont in the contexts of 

Old and New South. Through multiple receptions and 

study tours we offer opportunities for conference 

participants to experience the landscapes inspired by 

Quakers and planters of the Old South and industrialists 

and modernists of the New South.  
 

A word about the paper sessions: Ruth Little, chair of the 

papers committee, reports that we have received fifty-five 

proposals representing a high degree of quality and an 

“astonishing degree of variety.” We anticipate a richly 

rewarding conference experience and hope you will 

encourage your graduate students to take advantage of 

conference discounts to attend. 
 

A word about the accommodations: The conference will be 

based at the Marriott Greensboro Downtown 

(www.marriott.com). Downtown Greensboro has 

experienced a revival in the past few years and the 

conference hotel is within walking distance of many 

downtown landmarks and restaurants.  
 

We also have arranged a small block of rooms at the new 

Proximity Hotel for conference participants who will be 

driving. The Proximity is an interesting experiment in 

LEED certified green design and we thought that some 

conference participants might be interested in the 

architecture. Please note that this hotel is not within 

walking distance of the conference hotel and no shuttle 

service will be provided to the conference hotel. The 

Proximity is about a 10-15 minute drive to downtown and 

is located near the restaurants and shops of Friendly 

Center. Visit www.proximityhotel.com.  
 

We look forward to introducing you to the architectural 

variety and history of the North Carolina piedmont! Don’t 

forget to pre-register by September 1 to take advantage of 

conference discounts. And, check the SESAH website for 

updated information.  
 

Lisa C. Tolbert 

Conference Co-Chair 

Greensboro, North Carolina 
 

 
 

Greensboro’s Carolina Theater (1927, James A. Workman).  
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     Southeast Chapter of the Society of Architectural Historians 

       26th Annual Meeting : Greensboro, NC : October 1-4, 2008 

 

Registration Fees:         $_________ 

 
Advance Registration (postmark before August 31)  $125 (after Sept. 1- $150) 
Students (with photocopy of valid student ID)   $  65 (after Sept. 1 - $75) 
 
Registration fee includes access to all paper sessions and plenary sessions, a copy of the 
paper abstracts, reception at Blandwood, and business lunch & awards ceremony. Saturday study 
tours are optional with additional fee. 
 
 
 
SESAH Membership:   Renewing? Y / N   $_________ 

 
Individual       $35 
Student       $20 
Institutional       $40 
Contributing       $50+ 
Life        $500 (payable in installments) 
 
All conference attendees and participants must be members of SESAH. Membership dues are for 
one calendar year. All SESAH members receive the annual journal ARRIS as well as the society 
newsletter (3x/year). Please circle above if you are renewing. 
 
Saturday Study Tour:     $50 (after Sept. 1 - $60) 

 Students (with photocopy of valid student ID) $35   $_________ 
 
Please rank your choices below. Both tours include lunch and access to museums, historic 
landmarks, etc.  
 
_____Tour A Guilford County Quakers and Oakdale mill village  

(8:30-3:00, homemade chicken pie at Deep River Friends Meeting) 
 
_____Tour B Thomas Day and Caswell County plantations  

(8:30-4:30, lunch at the Bartlett-Yancey restaurant, with a restored Day interior) 
 
 

        TOTAL             $_________ 

Registration 

 



2008 SESAH Annual Meeting : Greensboro, NC : October 1-4, 2008 

Visit www.sesah.org for more information. 

 
 

REGISTRATION FORM 
 
 
Please write your name and institutional affiliation and/or city as you would like them to appear on 
your badge and in the participant directory: 
 
Name: ________________________________________________________________ 
 
Institutional Affiliation: ____________________________________________________ 
 
City:  _________________________________________________________________ 
 
Mailing Address: Street: ________________________________________________ 
 
   City/State/Zip:  _________________________________________ 
 
Email Address:  _________________________________________________________ 
 
Dietary Restrictions/Preferences:  __________________________________________ 
 
SESAH member?  _______ How many SESAH conferences have you attended? _____ 
 
 
TOTAL REGISTRATION FEE (from page 1):      $_________ 
 
Date:  _______________________________ Please make checks payable to SESAH. 
 
Send completed registration form, along with payment, to: 
 

Lisa Tolbert, Conference Co-Chair 
SESAH 2008 Registration 
608 Longview Street 
Greensboro, NC 27403 
 
(336) 334-3987 
lctolber@uncg.edu 
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THE 2008 SESAH CONFERENCE HOTEL 
Greensboro Marriott Downtown | 304 N. Greene Street | Greensboro, NC 27401 

Phone : 1-336-379-8000 (toll free 1-800-228-9290 | Fax :1-336-275-2810 
 

The Greensboro Marriott Downtown is within walking distance of many downtown landmarks and 
restaurants. All conference paper sessions will be held at the Marriott. [www.marriott.com] 

 
Make your reservations directly with the Downtown Marriott under the “SE Society of Architectural 
Historians Block” to receive your special group room rate of $105/night (single). This special rate is 
good only until September 1, so book your room early! On-site parking fee is $10 daily. 
 
Alternate Hotel: For conference attendees who will be driving, we have reserved a small block of 
rooms at the Proximity Hotel. The Proximity is an interesting experiment in green design and we 
thought that some conference participants might be interested in the architecture. Please note that 
this hotel is not within walking distance of the conference hotel and no shuttle service will be 
provided to the conference hotel. [www.proximityhotel.com] 
 

Proximity Hotel | 704 Green Valley Road | Greensboro, NC 27408 
Phone : 336-379-8200 (toll-free 1-800-379-8200) | Fax : 336-478-9117 

proxinfo@proximityhotel.com 
 

Proximity Hotel, a LEED-accredited facility, is part of the Quaintance-Weaver Restaurants and Hotels. 
To receive the special rate of $139/single and $149/double occupancy, make your reservation before 
September 1 and ask for the group name, UNCG-SESAH Annual Meeting when making 
reservations. 
 
TRAVEL 
 
The Piedmont Triad International Airport (PTI) is served by 7 commercial airlines including 
American, Continental, Delta, United, and US Airways. PTI is located about 11 miles from downtown 
Greensboro. Visit the airport website at www.flyfrompti.com for airline information. An airport express 
shuttle to the downtown hotel is about $18 one-way. Visitors can also take taxis (about $25 to 
downtown). To make shuttle reservations or for more information, contact Central Piedmont 
Transportation at 877-796-5466 or visit their website at www.ptiairporttransportation.com. 

 

Three Amtrak trains (Carolinian, Crescent and Piedmont) stop in Greensboro each day. You can 
bring your bike along on the Piedmont line! Visit North Carolina's DOT Rail Division website at 
www.bytrain.org for timetables and tickets. 

 

For those who prefer to drive, Greensboro is centrally located and served by I 85 North/South and 
I 40 East/West. 

 

 

mailto:proxinfo@proximityhotel.com
http://www.qwrh.com/
http://www.flyfrompti.com/
http://www.ptiairporttransportation.com/
http://www.bytrain.org/passenger/
http://www.bytrain.org/passenger/


 

SESAH Newsletter: Spring 2008     9 

 

GREENSBORO, North Carolina 
 

Here are a few highlights of the city’s history and 

architecture as we welcome you to North Carolina--in 

the year of Greensboro’s bicentennial. In some ways 

Greensboro is typical of North Carolina's cities: it was 

very small until the 20
th

 century, then grew fast. 

Because of our geography--treacherous coastline, 

absence of superior ports, and few rivers navigable 

past the fall line--our state had no large cities until the 

20
th

 century, and it was over 90 percent rural until 

after 1900. (Contrast: Remember that big river in 

Nashville!) North Carolina’s largest city in 1860 

(Wilmington) had fewer than 10,000 people, and not 

until 1940 did any city (Charlotte) have 100,000 

people.  
 

The construction of railroads in the 19
th

 century, 

followed by paved highways in the early 20
th

 century, 

spurred industrialization in the Piedmont. With it 

came urban growth that coincided with national 

trends toward suburbanization. As a result, all of our 

largest cities have tiny downtowns relative to their 

suburban surroundings of today. Epitomizing this 

pattern, Greensboro was established in 1808 and grew 

to only 3,000 by 1890, but expanded to about 53,000 

people in 1930 and 224,000 in 2000.  
 

 
 

Image: Quaker Mendenhall Store, Jamestown. 

Courtesy UNC-Greensboro. 
 

Greensboro lies in Guilford County amid the 

Piedmont region, remote from navigable rivers but 

with plenty of good farmland and crossed by early 

trading paths. Colonial settlement groups coming 

down the great valley road into the area included 

Germans (typically Lutherans and Reformed), many 

English Quakers, and Scotch-Irish (usually 

Presbyterian). Methodist revivals converted many 

from the antebellum period onward. 
 

The Guilford County colonial Quaker community of 

Jamestown (Saturday tour site) grew up beside the 

wagon road. During the American Revolution, a key 

battle was fought near Guilford Courthouse, at which 

Gen. Nathaniel Greene confronted the ubiquitous 

Lord Cornwallis. The battlefield has a great collection 

of monuments, and when Greensboro was established 

as county seat in 1808 it was named for the general.  
 

 
 

Image: Blandwood (1795-1846), Greensboro.  

Courtesy: Preservation Greensboro, Inc. 
 

There were fewer slaves or free blacks in Guilford 

County than in the plantation areas of the northern 

Piedmont and eastward. Our Saturday tour to 

Caswell County takes us into the Dan River 

plantation country, where slaves, planters, and 

tobacco built fine antebellum houses, some of them 

featuring the astonishing interior woodwork and 

furniture of Thomas Day, the famed free 

cabinetmaker of color.  
 

The antebellum town began to grow with the North 

Carolina Railroad in the 1850s--a routing through 

Greensboro influenced by John Motley Morehead, 

governor and railroad proponent. Morehead, who 

liked progressive architecture too, commissioned 

Alexander Jackson Davis to remake his home, 

Blandwood, into a towered villa, now a rare vestige 

of antebellum Greensboro. The antebellum city also 

boasted a small steam-powered cotton mill and other 
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industries. Thanks to the Quakers, there was an early 

emphasis on education at present Guilford College 

(est. 1834), and as the Methodists flourished, they 

established Greensboro College (est. 1838) for 

women.  
 

The late 19
th

 century brought additional rail lines 

(competitive rates!) and industrial development, 

especially in the form of railside textile mills. 

Greensboro leaders also worked to attract schools and 

colleges. Present Bennett College began in 1873 as an 

academy for black women in a freedmen’s suburb 

founded by a Quaker in the 1860s. In the 1890s the 

city made winning bids for two new state institutions: 

present North Carolina Agricultural and Technical 

State University (A&T) for black students, and 

present University of North Carolina at Greensboro 

(UNCG), the state’s first public college for white 

women. These plus the older schools gave the 

industrial and business city an unusually strong 

educational identity.    
 

 
 

Image: State Normal & Industrial College for Women, 

ca.1905-1915. Courtesy Durwood Barbour Collection of 

North Carolina Postcards, University of North Carolina at 

Chapel Hill Library. 
 

In the 1890s there arrived Moses and Ceasar [sic] 

Cone, sons of Herman Cone, a traveling merchant 

from Baltimore. Founding Proximity Mills (named 

for proximity to cotton fields) and other textile 

factories, they created an industrial empire that 

became the world’s largest produce of cotton denims 

(Levis). (In Paris, Moses and Ceasar’s sisters Etta and 

Claribel became friends of Gertrude Stein, Matisse, 

and Picasso, forming collections now in Baltimore 

and at the Weatherspoon Gallery at UNCG.) In the 

mid-20
th

 century, a Cone daughter married the young 

architect Edward Loewenstein, who became a 

leading figure in modernism in an otherwise 

conservative city's architectural legacy, as illustrated 

by his own residence, the Loewenstein House.  
 

 
 

Image: Methodist Church, 1910-1930. 
Courtesy Durwood Barbour Collection of North Carolina 

Postcards, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill Library. 
 

With the Cones and later Burlington Industries, 

Greensboro became a major industrial center, with 

huge textile mills and mill villages spreading for 

miles. Competing for economic dominance by the 

1920s was the insurance industry, with the Jefferson 

Standard Company (now Jefferson Pilot) emerging as 

the largest. In the 1920s the head of that company 

persuaded young New York architect Charles C. 

Hartmann to settle in the city, with the commission 

for the immense and prestigious Jefferson Standard 

Building on Elm Street his prize.  
 

 
 

Image: “City of Charm” postcard, ca.1915-1930. 
Courtesy Durwood Barbour Collection of North Carolina 

Postcards, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill Library. 
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Other industries included Vick’s pharmaceuticals and 

other businesses. Streetcar and automotive suburbs 

developed, including Fisher Park near downtown, 

with period revival houses by Hartman, 

Harry Barton, and others, plus fine churches such as 

New Yorker Hobart Upjohn's imposing Norman 

Revival First Presbyterian Church. The city, calling 

itself “Progressive Greensboro,” promoted its 

business culture and took pride in downtown's 

commercial Elm Street--a classic American main 

street to the present.  
 

During the mid-20
th

 century Greensboro took center 

stage in the American Civil Rights Movement at the 

site of the February, 1960, Sit-Ins at the downtown 

Woolworth’s. Crucial to the events were the city’s 

colleges. Students from A&T led the non-violent sit-

ins that modeled the method for the nation. The 

memorials at the site are worth a visit. 
 

 

 
 

Image: Woolworth’s Department Store, 1960. 

Courtesy UNC-Greensboro.  
 

In the last half of the 20
th

 century, Greensboro 

continued to grow as a manufacturing city, business 

town, and educational center. Like most of our cities, 

its architectural heritage has faced challenges--losses, 

and also preservation victories. Late in the century, as 

throughout the South, the manufacturing base was hit 

hard by changes in textile technology and the 

dramatic movement of factories out of the state.  In 

common with other communities, Greensboro is 

working to strengthen its downtown and its economic 

bases in a time of rapid change. We are especially 

fortunate to be the guests of the University of North 

Carolina at Greensboro, and of other key institutions 

of “Progressive Greensboro.” 

 

 
 

Image: White Oak Cotton Mills, ca.1905-1915. 
Courtesy Durwood Barbour Collection of North Carolina 

Postcards, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill Library. 

 

For more on the architecture of Greensboro, please 

see: Marvin A. Brown, Greensboro: An Architectural 

Record (Preservation Greensboro, 1995); Catherine 

W. Bishir and Michael T. Southern, A Guide to the 

Historic Architecture of Piedmont North Carolina 

(University of North Carolina Press, 2003); 

Ruth Little (Little-Stokes), An Inventory of Historic 

Architecture:  Greensboro, North Carolina (City of 

Greensboro, 1976). 

 

 
 

Image: Greensboro’s modern skyline. 

Courtesy Greensboro Historical Museum. 
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CALL FOR NOMINATIONS 
 

2008 BEST OF THE SOUTH 

PRESERVING SOUTHERN ARCHITECTURE 
 

SESAH seeks nominations for the Best of the South: 

Preserving Southern Architecture Award. This annual 

award honors a project that preserves or restores an 

historic building, or complex of buildings, in an 

outstanding manner and that demonstrates excellence in 

research, technique, and documentation. Projects in the 

twelve-state region of SESAH that were completed in 

2006 or 2007 are eligible.  
 

Nominations should consist of no more than two typed 

pages of description, and be accompanied by hard copy 

illustrations and any other supporting material. A cover 

letter should identify the owner of the project, the use of 

the building(s), and the names of all the major participants 

of the project.  
 

Send four (4) copies to Jennifer Baughn, Mississippi 

Department of Archives and History, 100 S. State Street, 

Jackson, MS 39201. Questions: 601-576-6940 or 

jbaughn@mdah.state.ms.us. The deadline for submissions 

is June 30, 2008. Winners will be announced at the 26
th
 

SESAH Annual Meeting in Greensboro in October. 
 

CALL FOR PAPERS 
 

Sixth Savannah Symposium: 

World Heritage in Perspective 

February 19-21, 2009 
 

The Sixth biennial Savannah Symposium invites papers 

that take as their subjects the architectural and spatial 

elements of cultural properties on the World Heritage list, 

created in 1972, and the many issues related to the 

creation, development and maintenance of the list itself. 

Contact Thomas Gensheimer (tgenshei@scad.edu) or 

Celeste Lovette Guichard (cguichar@scad.edu) at the 

Department of Architectural History, Savannah College of 

Art and Design in Savannah, Georgia, for more 

information visit www.scad.edu. The deadline for 

submissions is June 30, 2008.  

 

62
nd

 SAH Annual Meeting 
Pasadena, California 

April 1-5, 2009 
 

Members and friends of SAH are invited to submit 

abstracts by August 15, 2008. Visit www.sah.org for more 

information.  

MEMBER NEWS 
 

Robert M. Craig was presented the President’s 

Award of the Nineteenth Century Studies Association 

in April at the society’s national conference 

convening in Miami Beach, Florida. The award 

recognizes “sustained service to the society and 

significant contributions to nineteenth-century 

studies.” Craig also presented a plenary paper on 

“The Architects of South Beach.” 
 

In April, Georgia Tech’s College of Architecture 

presented Elizabeth Dowling with its 2008 

Distinguished Professor Award and Leslie Sharp 

with the 2008 Dean’s Award.  
 

Michael W. Fazio and Patrick A. Snadon’s book 

The Domestic Architecture of Benjamin Henry 

Latrobe (Johns Hopkins University Press, 2006) is 

this year’s winner of the Society of Architectural 

Historians’ Alice Davis Hitchcock Book Award for 

the “most distinguished work of scholarship in the 

history of architecture published by a North American 

scholar.” Fazio and Snadon’s book also won the 2006 

SESAH Book Award.  
 

Catherine W. Bishir is this year’s winner of the 

SAH’s Antoinette Downing Book Award for 

Southern Built: American Architecture, Regional 

Practice (University of Virginia Press, 2006). This 

award is “for the outstanding publication devoted to 

historical issues in the preservation field.”  
 

These awards were presented at the 61
st
 SAH annual 

meeting held April 23-27 in Cincinnati, Ohio.  
 

         
 

Send your Member News to the Editor. 
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2008 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 
Architectural Restoration Field School 

Forest, Virginia 

May 25-June 6, 2008 

Vernacular Architecture Forum (VAF) 

Thomas Jefferson’s Poplar Forest 

www.poplarforest.org 
 

Transfer and Metamorphosis: Architectural Modernity 

between Europe and the Americas 1870–1970 
June 26-29, 2008 - Zurich  

Swiss Federal Institute of Technology Zurich (ETH) 

Society of Architectural Historians (SAH)  

European Architectural History Network (EAHN) 

www.transferandmetamorphosis.org  
 

Architectural Field School, History 490/590 

Williamsburg, Virginia  

College of William and Mary and Colonial 

Williamsburg Foundation 

June 30-August 1, 2008 

Carl Lounsbury, Instructor (clounsbury@cwf.org) 
 

American Association for State & Local History  

2008 Annual Meeting 

Rochester, New York 

September 8-11, 2008 

www.aaslh.org 
 

Preserving the Historic Road 2008  

Albuquerque, New Mexico 

September 11-13, 2008 

www.historicroads.org 
 

Society of Commercial Archeology Conference 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 

September 11-14, 2008 

www.sca-roadside.org 
 

2008 Southeastern College Art Conference 

New Orleans, Louisiana 

September 24-27, 2008 
www.unc.edu/~rfrew/SECAC/annual_conference.html 
 

26
th

 SESAH Annual Meeting 

Greensboro, North Carolina 

October 1-4, 2008 

www.sesah.org 
 

American Society of Landscape Architects  

2008 Annual Meeting 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

October 3-7, 2008 

www.asla.org 
 

SAH Study Tour 

E. Fay Jones: Architecture in Arkansas 

October 8-13, 2008 

www.sah.org 
 

Alliance for Historic Landscape Preservation and 

the Association for Preservation Technology 

Montreal, Canada 

October 13-15, 2008 
 

Pioneer America Society: Association for the 

Preservation of Artifacts & Landscapes 

40
th

 Annual Meeting 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 

October 16-18, 2008 
www.pioneeramerica.org 
 

American Studies Association Meeting 

2008 Annual Meeting 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 

October 16-19, 2008 

www.theasa.net 
 

National Preservation Conference 2008 

Tulsa, Oklahoma 

October 21-25, 2008 
www.nationaltrust.org 
 

12
th

 Annual Salve Regina University Conference 

on Cultural & Historic Preservation 

Newport, Rhode Island 

October 23-25, 2008 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Send your Event Calendar announcements to: 
Robbie D. Jones: robbiejones4@comcast.net 

Future SESAH Annual Meetings 
 

Jackson, Mississippi - Oct. 28-31, 2009 

Chattanooga, Tennessee - Oct. 20-23, 2010 
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Building Legacies 

Group’s 150
th

 anniversary illuminates history 
By Jim Schlosser 

Reprinted with permission of the Greensboro News & Record, April 11, 2007. 

 

The T-square, once the defining architectural tool, has 

been like a divining rod poised over Greensboro.  
 

Outstanding architects have been drawn here to design 

structures, many still standing and admired.  
 

And as the American Institute of Architects celebrates its 

150
th

 anniversary this week, Greensboro's links to its 1857 

founding and to the state AIA chapter’s start are evident. 
 

The work of Alexander Jackson Davis, an AIA founder 

from New York, can be seen at Blandwood Mansion, the 

American prototype of the Italian Villa style. Davis 

created it in 1844 for friend Gov. John Motley Morehead 

of Greensboro, It's now a National Historic Landmark on 

West Washington Street.  
 

AIA’s first president, New York's Richard Upjohn, 

designed buildings in Raleigh. His son, Hobart Upjohn, 

designed Greensboro's Temple Emanuel Synagogue, First 

Presbyterian, Grace United Methodist and Holy Trinity 

Episcopal churches.  
 

Five architects met here in 1913 to start AIA North 

Carolina. Two Greensboro designers, Frank Weston and 

W.L. Brewer, were not among the five but are listed as 

charter members.  
 

The firm headed by Charlotte’s A.G. Odell Jr., one of only 

two Tar Heels elected national AIA president, designed 

two Greensboro buildings. The modernist, award-winning 

Burlington Industries headquarters of the 1970s on West 

Friendly Avenue came down in 2005 to make way for 

Shops at Friendly Center.  
 

Earlier, Odell’s firm designed the modernist former 

Wachovia Building. After standing empty for 16 years, it’s 

being made into luxury condominiums by developer Roy 

Carroll Jr. and the local firm of Moser, Mayer Phoenix.  
 

AIA North Carolina’s Piedmont chapter, with 125 

members, met in the Greensboro library to observe 

national AIA’s birthday. It will join other regional chapters 

in the “Blueprint for America” project, which pairs 

chapters with other groups on community projects.  
 

Ronnie Bailey, a spokesman for the Piedmont chapter who 

teaches at N.C. A&T, says several projects are under 

consideration, including architects going into schools or 

helping with East Market Street renewal and South Side 

redevelopment projects.  
 

The chapter’s past members include Charles Hartmann, 

designer of the city's first skyscraper, the 17-story 

Jefferson Building in 1923. He was drawn here in 1918 

from New York, where he worked on Grand Central 

Station, to help design the original O. Henry Hotel. His 

other creations include Grimsley and Dudley high schools, 

the Guilford Building and former King Cotton Hotel.  
 

Another member was Harry Barton, who moved here from 

Washington in 1912. He designed the county courthouse in 

1918 and 17 buildings on what’s now the UNCG campus, 

including Aycock Auditorium. Barton also teamed with 

Hobart Upjohn on First Presbyterian Church.  
 

Philadelphian Charles Barton Keene, designer of Reynolda 

House in Winston-Salem, did at least six Irving Park 

houses -- three resembling Reynolda’s long white stucco 

facade and green roof.  
 

Walter Gropius, the iconic founder of the modernist 

Bauhaus movement before fleeing Nazi Germany, 

designed what's now the Smurfit-Stone Container Corp. 

building at 2600 E. Market St. A protégé, Argentine 

Eduardo Catalano, designed Greensboro's City-County 

Governmental Center.  
 

Lorenzo Winslow, architect of the White House in the 

Roosevelt and Truman administrations who designed the 

famous Truman balcony, was a draftsmen and architect 

here from 1921-31. He did the Irving Park Manor and 

Winburn Court apartments. MIT educated Edward 

Loewenstein, arriving from Chicago in the 1940s, brought 

with him modernist architecture.  
 

In 2005, a public tour was given of his houses and 

buildings, including the architect’s own house at 

West Cornwallis Drive and Granville Road. Loewenstein 

was the first to hire black architects. One, Edward Jenkins, 

designed and won an award in the 1950s for the modernist 

Dudley High School gymnasium.  
 

Led by current AIA North Carolina President Walton 

Teague of the Greensboro firm of TFF, the membership 

met recently a Grandover to approve building a new 

headquarters in downtown Raleigh. Sadly, it will end 

AIA’s stay since 1963 in the historic former Raleigh water 

tower downtown.  
 

The new place -- not yet designed -- will feature space for 

public displays. “We want to establish a place open to the 

public,” Teague says, “to create public awareness of the 

value of architecture and the built environment.” 
 

[Editor’s note: Visit www.aianc.org for an update on the 

proposed architectural design of the new HQ facility.] 
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TENNESSEE TORNADOES 

A Special Report 
Robbie D. Jones, Nashville 

 

On February 5-6, 2008, a series of violent tornadoes swept 

through the South, killing 57 people and injuring hundreds 

more, in the deadliest tornado outbreak in the U.S. in more 

than twenty years. A total of 82 tornadoes were confirmed 

in four states and 18 counties. The “Super Tuesday 

Tornado Outbreak” hit Tennessee the hardest, resulting in 

32 deaths in or near the metropolitan areas of Memphis, 

Jackson, and Nashville. This was the deadliest tornado 

outbreak in Tennessee since 1974.  
 

The tornadoes resulted in much damage to Tennessee’s 

historic architecture. The MTSU Center for Historic 

Preservation reported that the tornadoes destroyed several 

rural churches, country stores, family farms, and other 

historic sites throughout the western and middle sections 

of the Volunteer State.  
 

The most devastating damage to historic architecture 

occurred in Sumner County, northeast of Nashville. 

Wynnewood - a 100-acre, state-owned historic site located 

in Castalian Springs - suffered near catastrophic damage. 

A local nonprofit organization has operated Wynnewood 

as a historic site museum since 1971.  
 

Built at the site of mineral springs, the large two-story log 

inn was completed in 1828-1830 for stagecoach travelers 

on the Avery Trace between Knoxville and Nashville. The 

main inn measures 110’x42’ and is made of hewn planks 

8”x16” - some measuring 32’ in length. The inn featured 

ten rooms. A rear section may actually be an older log 

farmhouse dating from the late 18
th

 century.  
 

Adjoining the springs is the site of the 40-acre prehistoric 

Indian village known as Chaskepi. On a hill northwest of 

Wynnewood was Bledsoe’s Fort, built in 1784 by Isaac 

Bledsoe, who discovered the springs while exploring the 

area in 1772.  
 

Wynnewood is the largest log building documented in 

Tennessee. It operated as an inn and summer spa from 

1830-1861 and again from 1899-1914. Other features 

included horseracing, bowling, and tennis. Famous guests 

include Andrew Jackson and James K. Polk. Wynnewood 

is one of Tennessee’s 27 National Historic Landmarks.  
 

The F-3 tornado tore off more than half the building and 

much of what remains was knocked off its foundations. 

More than 100 trees, many very old Eastern Red Cedars, 

were destroyed. The museum’s caretaker survived the 

storm by taking cover at the site. He was unharmed.  
 

 
 

Wynnewood before and after being hit by an F-3 tornado 

that killed eight people in Castalian Springs.  
 

 
 

MTSU initiated archaeological excavations here in 1994, 

documenting slave cabins, the Bledsoe Fort, and American 

Indian sites. These sites were also damaged by the tornado.  
 

The State of Tennessee and FEMA have pledged to rebuild 

and restore Wynnewood, which has been stabilized, 

secured, and protected from further damage. Professionals 

and volunteers from local museums, MTSU, TN-SHPO, 

and other organizations have assisted in site clean-up and 

salvage of artifacts. Restoration plans are currently being 

developed by preservation professionals. The preliminary 

cost estimate for the restoration is $6-8 million.  
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ABOUT SESAH 
 

The Southeast Chapter of the Society of Architectural 

Historians (SESAH) is a regional chapter of the national 

Society of Architectural Historians and includes twelve 

states - Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, 

Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, 

Tennessee, Texas, and Virginia.  
 

The nonprofit organization holds an annual meeting, 

publishes a quarterly newsletter and an annual journal, 

ARRIS, and presents annual awards, including the “Best of 

the South” preservation award.  
 

SESAH was founded in 1982 at the Georgia Institute of 

Technology in Atlanta to promote scholarship on 

architecture and related subjects and to serve as a forum 

for ideas among architectural historians, architects, 

preservationists, and others involved in professions related 

to the built environment. The annual meeting features 

scholarly paper sessions, business meeting, study tours, 

and a keynote lecture by a national leader in the field. 

SESAH members come from across the U.S. 
 

REGISTER EARLY! 
 

26
th

 SESAH Annual Meeting 

Greensboro, North Carolina 

October 1-4, 2008 
 

 
 

www.sesah.org 
 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The Hermitage 

Home of President Andrew Jackson 

4580 Rachel’s Lane 

Hermitage, TN 37076 

 

 

Please notify the Treasurer  

of address changes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


