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A Note About the Parts of the Plan

The Savannah Plan tartan expresses the key components contributing to the elastic
urbanism analyzed in Gobel and Williams, Learning from Savannah (2026)



Schedule at a Glance

Wednesday 36 p.m.
September 30 4-7 p.m.

Early Check-in
SESAH Board Meeting

Conference Hotel Lobby
Kiah Hall Conference Room

5:30p.m. SCAD Museum of Art’s Iconic Architecture SCAD MoA Theater
Thursday 8:30 a.m.to 4 p.m Registration SCAD MoA Lobby
October 1 9:30 a.m.—noon Morning Tours
Noon to 1:30 p.m. Lunch Break (on your own)
Tours Day, 1:30—4 p.m. Afternoon tours
Opening 5:30-6:30 p.m. Welcome Reception SCAD Gutstein Gallery
Reception, 6:30—7:30 p.m. Keynote Address: SCAD Trustees Theater
& Keynote Despina Stratigakos, Feminist Architectural
History: The Power of Collaborative Action
Friday 8 a.m.to4 p.m. Registration SCAD MoA Lobby
October 2 9-10a.m. Opening Plenary Session: SCAD MoA Theater
David Gobel and Robin B. Williams SCAD MoA Theater
Weaving Savannah’s Urban Fabric
10-10:15 a.m. Newcomers Session
Paper 10-10:30 a.m. Refreshment Break SCAD MoA 2nd Floor Lobby
Sessions 10:30 a.m.to noon  Paper Session 1 SCAD MoA Rooms 213-216
Day 1 Noon to 2 p.m. Lunch Break (on your own)
12:30-1:30 p.m. Green Book Session SCAD MoA Room 210
1-1:45 p.m. Walking Tour of SCAD Clark Hall Meet at SCAD MoA Lobby
2-3:30 p.m. Paper Session 2 SCAD MoA Rooms 213-216
3:30-3:45 p.m. Refreshment Break SCAD MoA 2nd Floor Lobby
3:45-5:15 p.m. Paper Session 3 SCAD MoA Rooms 213-216
Dinner (on your own)
Saturday 8 a.m.to4 p.m. Registration SCAD MoA Lobby
October 3 8:30—10 a.m. Paper Session 4 SCAD MoA Theater
10-10:15 a.m. Refreshment Break SCAD MoA 2nd Floor Lobby
10:15-11:45 a.m. Paper Session 5 SCAD MoA Rooms 213-216
Paper 12:15-2 p.m. Business Meeting / Awards Lunch SCAD Poetter Hall
Sessions 2:30—4 p.m. Paper Session 6 SCAD MoA Rooms 213-216
Day 2 4-4:15 p.m. Refreshment Break SCAD MoA 2nd Floor Lobby
4:15-5:30 p.m. Plenary Panel Discussion: SCAD MoA Theater
Alternative Narratives: Archives, Ghosts,
and Digital History in the History of Place
5:30-6:30 p.m. Closing Reception SCAD MoA Courtyard



Welcome to Savannah

We would like to welcome you to Savannah — or welcome back! SESAH was last in Savannah
in 2003 when SCAD also played host. We are especially excited to host SESAH again this year
as 2026 marks the 30th anniversary of the architectural history department at SCAD. The
majority of conference events take place in the SCAD Museum of Art, which opened in 2011
and incorporates the remains of the Central of Georgia’s Up-Freight Warehouse (erected in
1853 and largely abandoned in the 1960s). SCAD’s campus comprises scores of repurposed
historic buildings, including its founding building, Poetter Hall (the former Savannah Volunteer
Guards Armory, 1892) where SCAD began in 1978 and where we’ll host the business and
awards luncheon. The opening reception and keynote address will take place in two
mid-century buildings on Broughton Street, Savannah’s commercial main street, the Gutstein
Gallery in the former Levy Department Store (1953) and the Trustees Theatre (formerly the
Weis Theatre, 1946).

The slate of walking tours on Thursday offers opportunities to see Savannah’s vibrant
downtown area, from its famed urban plan, celebrated squares and other landscape features,
to its many historic buildings that constitue the largest National Historic Landmark District in the
country. Yet downtown Savannah continues to evolve with numerous adaptive reuse and new
construction projects. If you wish to explore more on your own, consider using the Buildings of
Savannah guidebook, the inaugural city guide in the SAH Buildings of the United States series
authored by five of SCAD’s architectural history faculty. We hope you enjoy using the 2018
SESAH Best Guidebook as a reference during your visit. Downtown Savannah possesses
many museums that can augment your understanding of the city. You can find a list of these in
the Further Explorations section and on the map at right.

As technology and changing social values affect many academic fields, we identified “new
frontiers” as a theme that would guide the opening and closing events of the conference. We
are thrilled to host Despina Stratigakos as our keynote speaker, and Alena Pirok, Scott Nesbit
and Luciana Spracher as our concluding panelists. Their varied and insightful perspectives will
help us think more broadly about the field of architectural history.

Thank you for attending the 44th Annual SESAH Conference. Have a great visit to Savannah!
Conference Co-Chairs

Kelly W.S. Ritter, Ph.D., Professor, Architectural History Department
Robin B. Williams, Ph.D., Chair, Architectural History Department
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Museums in downtown Savannah:

@ Ships of the Sea Maritime Museum
@ Telfair Museum and Jepson Center for the Arts
© Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace

@ Owens-Thomas House and Slave Quarters

© |saiah Davenport House Museum

© Harper Fowlkes House

@ Georgia State Railroad Museum

Forsyth Park

Fountain

© Sorrel-Weed House Museum

© Green-Meldrim House

@ Andrew Low House Museum

@ SCADstory

@® Ralph Mark Gilbert Civil Rights Museum
@® Mercer Williams House Museum

@ Georgia Historical Society

® Massie Heritage Center




Wednesday, September 30

Early Check-In, Board Meeting and Lecture

Early Check-In - Noon to 6 p.m.
Conference Hotel Lobby

SESAH Board Meeting - 4-7 p.m. Kelly W.S. Ritter, conference co-chair, will meet you at
Kiah Hall Conference Room, 2nd floor  the entrance door to provide you entry to the building.

Lecture, SCAD Museum of Art’s For conference attendees arriving early, consider
Iconic Architecture attending a lecture by Christian Sottile, the principal
SCAD Museum of Art Theater architect of the SCAD Museum of Art and former Dean
5:30 p.m. of SCAD’s School of Building Arts. He will discuss the

evolution of the design and the challenges of knitting a
new and modern art museum together with the ruins
7B\ of the former Central of Georgia Railway’s Up-Freight
) i Warehouse (1853).

An exhibition about the design of the Museum is on
display in the Museum Lobby.

SESAH Conference attendees enjoy free admission to
the SCAD Museum of Art exhibitions. Just show your
conference name badge at the desk under the stairs.

Resources

- Complementary WIFI: Username: “SESAH2026” (all caps); PW: “sesah2026” (all lowercase)

- Ex Libris, 228 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. (across from Clark Hall): office supplies, souvenirs,
books, SCAD merchandise. Wed.-Fri. 9:00a.m.-8:00p.m.; Sat. 11:00a.m.-6:00p.m.

Contacts

- Kelly W.S. Ritter, Conference Co-Chair, kritter@scad.edu

- Robin B. Williams, Conference Co-Chair, rwilliam @ scad.edu; 912-376-4523

- Emily Haas, Department Assistant, Architecture and Architectural History, 912-525-6761
- SCAD Department of University Safety, 912-525-4500



Main Conference Venue

SCAD Museum of Art

Up-Freight Warehouse, Central of Georgia Railway
601 Turner Blvd.

1853; 2008—2011 adaptive rehabilitation, Sottile and
Sottile, Lord Aeck Sargent, and Dawson Architects

The up-freight (export) warehouse, primarily
constructed of Savannah Grey brick, provided
through-storage for freight transferred from the
building’s north side on Turner Boulevard (formerly
New Street) to rolling stock in the freight yard. The
warehouse was divided into sections by demising
walls (visible between the museum galleries) that
provided structural support, impeded the spread of
fire, and allowed each section to be leased to
separate shippers with their respective products.
Vestiges of the different companies’ painted
advertising survive on the Turner Boulevard exterior
wall. In 1988 SCAD acquired the building, which was
already a partial ruin.

Significant donations of art to the college in the early
2000s prompted the creation of a new museum.
Atlanta architects Lord Aeck Sargent, collaborating with local firms Sottile and Sottile and
Dawson Architects, employed a modernist design principally using concrete and glass that
consciously contrasted with the surviving brick fragments of the warehouse. All standing brick
walls were retained and stabilized, while bricks from parts of the building that had collapsed
were utilized for landscaping features. No historic bricks left the site and no new bricks were
added. The museum’s main entrance on Turner Boulevard is marked by an 86-foot steel and
glass rectangular tower that signals the building’s civic role and landmark ambitions. Former
arched doorways to either side are framed by projecting glass display cases. A 250-seat
theater, unusual for its broad and shallow proportions, fills the area west of the lobby.




Thursday, October 1

StUdy TOU IS see map on page 3 for meeting locations

Morning Tours 9:30 a.m. to noon

@ Savannah'’s Historic Government Buildings (walking) Leader: Jeffrey Jensen, Georgia Tech
Meet: East side of City Hall, in the small park space / End: Wright Square

® Savannah’s Organic and Evolving Historic Waterfront (walking) Leader: Daves Rossell, SCAD
Meet: East side of City Hall, in the small park space / End: Plant Riverside

@ Bull Street — Savannah’s Cardo Maximus (walking) Leader: Robin B. Williams, SCAD
Meet: Johnson Square / End: Forsyth Park

® Downtown Houses of Worship (walking) Leader: David Gobel, SCAD
Meet: Cathedral Basilica of St. John the Baptist / End: Johnson Square

@ SCAD’s Campus of Adaptively Reused Historic Buildings (bus/walking) Leader: Mike Hill, SCAD
Meet: SCAD Museum of Art lobby / End: SCAD Museum of Art

Afternoon Tours 1:30—4 p.m.

@ Savannah’s Historic Government Buildings (walking) Leader: Robin B. Williams, SCAD
Meet: East side of City Hall, in the small park space / End: Wright Square

@ Bull Street — Savannah’s Cardo Maximus (walking) Leader: David Gobel, SCAD
Meet: Johnson Square / End: Forsyth Park

( SCAD’s Campus of Adaptively Reused Historic Buildings (bus/walking) Leader: Celeste Guichard,
SCAD - Meet: SCAD Museum of Art lobby / End: SCAD Museum of Art

@ African American Savannah (walking) Leader: Daves Rossell, SCAD
Meet: Ellis Square, west side by Johnny Mercer Statue / End: Franklin Square

@ Savannah’s Industrial Heritage: the Central of Georgia Railway Complex (walking) Leader: Karl
Schuler, Professor Emeritus, SCAD - Meet: SCAD Museum of Art lobby / End: Railroad Complex



Fu rther EXplorationS See map on page 3 for museum locations

Museums in Downtown Savannah

@ Georgia State Railroad Museum, 601 West Harris Street
Central of Georgia Railway Shops complex; Augustus Schwab, begun 1851
(® The Massie Heritage Center, 207 East Gordon Street
Former elementary school; John S. Norris, built in phases between 1856 and 1886. Museum
focuses on local history, architecture and the city’s urban plan
(@ Ralph Mark Gilbert Civil Rights Museum, 460 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
Former Wage Earners Loan and Investment Company; Robert Pharrow, builder, 1914
@ Ships of the Sea Maritime Museum, 41 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
William Scarbrough House; William Jay, 1818-19
@ Telfair Museum of Art, 121 Barnard Street
Alexander Telfair House; William Jay, 1818-19; became Telfair Museum of Arts and
Sciences in 1883; additions and modifications, Detlef Lienau, 1883-86
@ Jepson Center & Telfair Children’s Art Museum, 207 West York Street
Moshe Safdie, 1998-2006
@® Georgia Historical Society, 501 Whitaker Street
Established 1839; Hodgson Hall headquarters, Detlef Lienau, 1875
(@ SCADstory, Poetter Hall, 342 Bull Street
Free 30-minute immersive 4D experience about the history of SCAD (online booking required)

House museums:
© lIsaiah Davenport House Museum, 324 East State Street
Isaiah Davenport, builder, 1820-21
© Green-Meldrim House , 14 West Macon Street
(Parish House of St. John’s Episcopal Church), John S. Norris, 1850
@ Harper Fowlkes House, 230 Barnard Street
Charles Cluskey and Henry McAlpin, 1842-45; 1895 additions
@ Andrew Low House Museum, 329 Abercorn Street
John S. Norris, 1849
@ Owens-Thomas House and Slave Quarters (part of the Telfair Museum), 124 Abercorn Street
Originally the Richard Richardson House; William Jay, 1816-19
© Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace Museum, 10 East Oglethorpe Avenue
Originally the James Moore Wayne House; attributed to William Jay, 1820
(® Mercer Williams House Museum, 429 Bull Street (Midnight in the Garden of Good and Evil site)
John S. Norris, 1860; 1868-71
© The OId Sorrel-Weed House Museum, 6 West Harris Street
Charles Cluskey, 1839-43



Thursday, October 1

Opening Reception s:30-s:30 p.m.

NB: Attendees should bring their SESAH lanyard for admission to the opening reception.

Gutstein Gallery, Jen Library, SCAD

(Levy’s Department Store) '
201 East Broughton Street (the Gallery is at the far end .
from the main entry)

1925; 1953—-1954 expanded and remodeled, Levy and
Kiley; 1996—-1999 remodeled

In 1925 local retailer Levy’s Department Store
constructed a traditional brick building on the western
two-fifths of this site. The pioneering department store = ===== :
ownership group, Allied Stores, acquired Levy’s in 1947 and in 1953 embarked on a dramatic
remodeling of the existing building and a reinforced-concrete expansion on the rest of the block
(with the two structural systems visible through ceiling grills). Levy and Kiley’s design reflects
1950s modernism, with the cantilevered canopy, projecting blade sign, and predominantly blank
windowless upper stories that took advantage of artificial lighting and air-conditioning inside.
Opening in 1954, the new store featured a “motorstair,” possibly the city’s first escalator. Levy’s
operated here until it was merged in 1985 with Maas Brothers (also owned by Allied), which
operated the store under the latter name until 1987, when it closed. SCAD acquired the building
in 1996 and after extensive interior renovations and minor exterior modifications (mainly covering
the original green tiles at the corners and adding the metal shades) opened it in 1999 as its main
library, renamed in honor of college supporters Lancy and Jim Jen.

Opening Keynote Address &:30-7:30 p.m.

Despina Stratigakos
Feminist Architectural History: The Power of Collaborative Action

Trustees Theater, SCAD (Weis Theater)
216 East Broughton Street / 1946, Tucker and Howell; 1989—-1998 restoration; 2013 renovation

This is one of several theaters built by the Weis family of Savannah. The mid-block location and
positioning of the auditorium parallel to Broughton Street behind a row of storefronts reflect the



Thursday, October 1

dexterous situating of eight theaters within this and adjacent
commercial blocks historically. The sculptural neon-lit marquee
(containing three-quarters of a mile of cathode tubing) and sign
are typical of Art Moderne, a later phase of Art Deco, as are the
| streamlined rounded wall returns and the recessed lighting. The
small lobby spaces belie the large auditorium, which seats more
" than 1,100. This was the first theater in Savannah designed with
% modern air-conditioning, considered an engineering marvel for
4 the time, as was the state-of-the-art sound and projection
equipment. The theater closed in 1980, was purchased by SCAD
in 1989, and reopened in 1998. In 2013, the college installed
new seats and modified some interior details; the historic seats
found new life in the Savannah Theater and the Tybee Post Theater.

Despina Stratigakos, Ph.D.
SUNY Distinguished Professor, Department of Architecture,
University at Buffalo

Dr. Stratigakos is an internationally recognized scholar of
diversity and equity in architecture. She has published widely on
issues of diversity in architecture, including two books: Where
Are the Women Architects? (2016), which confronts the
challenges women face in the architectural profession, and A
Women’s Berlin: Building the Modern City (2008), which traces
the history of a forgotten female metropolis and won the 2009
German Studies Association DAAD Book Prize. Her 2013
Places Journal article, "Unforgetting Women Architects," on the
neglect of women architects in history books and the need to
include them in Wikipedia inspired the emergence of Wikipedia
edit-a-thons focused on women in design. Stratigakos has also
written about the lack of diversity in representations of S
architects in Hollywood films as well as among architecture's elite prize winners. In 2007 she
curated an exhibition on Architect Barbie at the University of Michigan to focus attention on
gendered stereotypes within the architectural profession. In 2011, she collaborated with Mattel
on the development and launch of Architect Barbie in the Barbie | Can Be series.




Friday, October 2

Opening Plenary Session os1am.

SCAD Museum of Art Theater

Weaving Savannah’s Urban Fabric

Newcomers Session, 10-10:15 a.m., SCAD Museum of Art Theater
Refreshment Break, 10-10:30 a.m., SCAD Museum of Art 2nd-Floor Lobby

David Gobel, Ph.D., and Robin B. Williams, Ph.D., SCAD
An introduction to the complex urban plan of Savannah and ways that it
has shaped the city’s architecture. Their presentation draws from their
newly released book, Learning from Savannah: From Ideal City to Elastic
Urbanism (University of Georgia Press, 2026). This diagram of the plan is
what they call the “tartan plan of Savannah”.

Museum Second Floor

(0]
Additional 220 S| 210
restrooms open 216 | 214 8 open
atend of < = ] Theater
corridor = 209'— Balcony
217 | 215 213 | &
Lt & |Books Stairs
. Museum Courtyard
SCAD Museum First Floor | %
Museum of Art B
SESAH Conference oI
Spaces (in red) Museum Galleries 5| Lobby I1]

Rooms 210 and 220 (free admission with : -j¢| / Museum
available for conference nametag) | Theater
preparation TAD Café . — Stairs

;‘ \\\\
<« To Hotel Turner Blvd. Tower Entry ~ Registration / Check-In
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Friday, October 2

Paper Sessions Schedule - Day 1

Session 1: Friday, 10:30 a.m. to noon

Session 1A: Modernization and the New South, SCAD MoA, Room 213
Bryan Norwood, The University of Texas at Austin, session moderator

Modernizing the Savannah River to Reconstruct the South
John Dean Davis, The Ohio State University
The Building the New South Database: Synthesizing Narratives of Modernization
in Architecture and Building Industry Journals
Bryan Norwood, The University of Texas at Austin
Frank Lloyd Wright and the Lost Cause
Joseph Watson, North Carolina State University

Session 1B: Vanishing Southern Buildings and Institutions: Case Studies by Richard
Grubb & Associates, SCAD MoA, Room 214
Robbie Jones, Richard Grubb & Associates, session moderator

‘| Wear the Black for the Poor and the Beaten Down’: Architecture and Juvenile
Justice at Nashville’s Spencer Youth Development Center
Mary Cate Mosher, Richard Grubb & Associates
Life and Death: The Changing Landscape of Knoxville’s St. Mary’s Hospital
Sydney Schoof, Richard Grubb & Associates
The Transformation of the Landscape of Segregation: Documenting the Green
Book in North Carolina
Pofue Yang, Richard Grubb & Associates

Session 1C: Architects in Context: Patronage, Practice, and Public Works; or Rethinking
Architectural Biography, SCAD MoA, Room 215
Kathy Wheeler, University of Tennessee, session moderator

John Gaisford (1875-1918): from England to Memphis
Aaron C Ruby, Revival Architecture, Inc.

From Hill to Hill: A Dialogue between Ithiel Town and Henry Austin
Theodore Sawruk, University of Hartford

Fay Jones: Reflections on Syntax, Assembly, and Detail
Gregory Herman, University of Arkansas



Friday, October 2

Session 1D: Conservation, Surveillance, and Segregation: Building and Managing Public
Landscapes, SCAD MoA, Room 216
Dana Moody, The University of Tennessee at Chattanooga, session moderator

“We Can Take It”: CCC Company 1433 and the Black Conservationists of the
Okefenokee Swamp
Keif Schleifer, Kennesaw State University, and Marietta Monaghan, Kennesaw
State University
Fire Lookouts and Wildfire Surveillance in the U.S. Southeast (1914—Present)
Andrea Alberto Dutto, University of Idaho
Efficiency and Replicability: Digital Documentation of Monuments in the Chickamauga &
Chattanooga National Military Park through Multiple Capture Methods
Yizhou Lin, Georgia Institute of Technology (student), and Yichao Shi, Georgia
Institute of Technology (student)
Landscapes of Power: Race, Recreation, and the Making of Charlottesville’s
Segregated Parks, 1900-1960
Bo Bian, University of Virginia (student)

Lunch (on your own) Noon to 2 p.m.

There are numerous places to have lunch within a 5—15-minute walk of the SCAD Museum of
Art. See the map on page 3, where lunch sites are noted with yellow dots.

e

THE NEGRO TRAVELERS

Lunchtime Opportunities:

Parsing the Architectural History of the Green Book - 12:30-1:30 p.m.
SCAD Museum of Art, Room 210

Put on your thinking caps, bring your lunch, and join Anne Bruder, Susan
Hellman, and Catherine Zipf for a crowd-sourcing conversation on the historic
themes of the architecture featured in The Negro Traveller's Green Book.

Walking tour of SCAD’s Clark Hall - 1-1:45 p.m.

Leader: Aaron Wilner, SCAD. Meet in the SCAD Museum of Art 1st-Floor Lobby

Across the courtyard from the Museum is Clark Hall, housed within the historic Down-Freight
Warehouse of the Central of Georgia Railroad and is now the home of SCAD’s Architecture and
Interior Design departments. Renovated in 2021, Clark Hall showcases the typical SCAD
balancing of respect for the historic structure and modern interventions.

e Negro Traneler
Carry your GREEN BOOK with you—you may need it



Friday, October 2

Session 2: Friday, 2 — 3:30 p.m.

Session 2A: Building the Next Generation of Preservation Leaders through Service Learning
SCAD MoA, Room 213
Jeffrey Jensen, Georgia Institute of Technology, session moderator

The Role of Preservation in Society

David Yoakley Mitchell, Atlanta Preservation Center
Teaching and Learning Preservation: The Herndon Home and Museum as a Study in
Documentation

Leslie N. Sharp, Georgia Institute of Technology
Integrated Technology: Reality Capture and Interpretation at the Southeastern Railway
Museum

Danielle S. Willkens, Georgia Institute of Technology

Session 2B: Above, Below, and Between: Community Histories in Contested Landscapes
SCAD MoA, Room 214
Keif Schleifer, Kennesaw State University, session moderator

Before the I-16 flyover: Tracing Greek Immigrant Businesses in the making of West Broad
Street
Myrsini Mamoli, Georgia Institute of Technology
From Seams to Streets: The Spatial Symbiosis of Surface and Underground in Amonate, VA
Shaun Rosier, Virginia Tech
Beyond the Walls: Reintegrating Granada’s Acequia Networks into the Heritage
Interpretation of the Alhambra
Selorm Abla Afeke, University of lllinois at Urbana Champaign

Session 2C: Beyond the Water's Edge: Water Infrastructure, Recreation, and Community
SCAD MoA, Room 215
Ralph Wilcox, Arkansas Historic Preservation Program, session moderator

Fontana: Removal, Reclamation, and Floating Cabins
Audrey Thomas, North Carolina State Historic Preservation Office, and Michael
Ann Williams, North Carolina State Historic Preservation Office
Front Porches and Provisions: North Carolina’s Fish Camps
Emma Lineberger, Gray & Pape Inc.
The Public Swimming Pool in the American South: Changing Trends and Purposeful
Architecture for Over a Century
Mike Walker, Sun Country Sports Center



Friday, October 2

Session 2D: Between Plan and City: Urban Visions, Delays, and Afterlives
SCAD MoA, Room 216
Celeste Guichard, Savannah College of Art and Design, session moderator

Doing it French Style: The Merchant Exchange in French Port Cities in the Seventeenth
and Eighteenth Centuries

Mark Reinberger, University of Georgia
Vacancy as Infrastructure: Residential Reoccupation and Adaptive Reuse in Southern
Downtowns

Bailey Craighead, Louisiana Tech University

Session 2E: Fresh Fruit and Foul Air: Food, Health, and Environmental Knowledge
SCAD MoA, Room 217
Christine Henry, University of Mary Washington, session moderator

Selling Fresh Fruit on the Florida Roadside: How Can Architecture Increase the Amount
of Local Produce Sold in Rural Florida?
Abigail Anderson, Clemson University (Student)
Sharing the Table: Intersections of Architectural Pedagogy and Culinary Practices
Andreea Mihalache, Clemson University
“The Plague-Wind": Atmospheric Pathology, Building Decay, and the Scientific
Foundations of Victorian Conservation
Ryan Roark, University of Tennessee

Refreshment Break, SCAD Museum of Art 2nd-Floor Lobby, 3:30-3:45 p.m.

Session 3: Friday, 3:45-5:15 p.m.

Session 3A: Progress or Displacement? Loss, Memory, and Black Landscapes
SCAD MoA, Room 213
Elizabeth Keslacy (Virginia Tech), session moderator

Forgotten Histories: Reframing Equitable Community Infrastructure Through
Architectural History
Kayla Sparks, Pratt Institute (student)
Urban Development and Cultural Displacement: Jazz in Atlanta, 1960-1980
Sarah K. Edwards, Auburn University (Student)
The Survey: Bureaucratic Assessment of Urban Life for Atlanta’s New Deal Housing
Christina E. Crawford, Emory University




Friday, October 2

Session 3B: Who Makes Vernacular? Labor, Agency, and Cultural Memory
SCAD MoA Room 214
Lauren McQuistion, University of New Mexico, session moderator

The Architecture of Absence: Gender, Space, and the Southern Domestic Landscape
Sam Yeganeh, University of Cincinnati (student)
The Anonymous Vernacular and the “Making of Non-Architects”
May Khalife, Miami University, Oxford, Ohio
Trash, Treasures, and Termites: The Restoration and Rehabilitation Story of an Early 19th
Century Detached Kitchen
Karen McKinney, Louisiana Division of Historic Preservation, and Robert
McKinney, University of Louisiana at Lafayette

Session 3C: The Politics of Residential Development: Housing, Governance, and Social
Order, SCAD MoA Room 215
David Foxe, LS3P, session moderator

From Cooperative Housing to “Arab Workers”: Refugee Resettlement and Palestinian
Developmental Urbanism in Nazareth, 1957—1964

Layan Salameh, McGill University (student)
Successful Southern Subdivisions: FHA Recommendations & Realities

Jeff Rosenberg, Mississippi Department of Archives and History
Contrasting Images: 1960s Southwest District of Columbia and 1966 With Heritage so
Rich the Architectural Photography of Robert C. Lautman

Karol R. Williams, Independent Scholar

Session 3D: Digital Data and Systems of Architectural Analysis, SCAD MoA Room 216
John Dean Davis, The Ohio State University, session moderator

Reconstructing Resilience: Clayton’s 1891 Galveston Custom House and Post Office and
Virtual Reality as Architectural Evidence

Aaron Ahlstrom, Independent Scholar
Digital Reconstruction and Mold Fabrication for Heritage Ornament

Shadi Alathamneh, Auburn University
NCCJPA’s Total Systems Planning: Late Postwar Architectural Research toward a
Cybernetic Model of Carceral Design

Derek Rahn Williams, University of lllinois Urbana-Champaign (student)

Dinner on your own
Explore numerous dining options both downtown and farther south in the Starland District.



Saturday, October 3

Paper Sessions Schedule - Day 2
Session 4: Saturday, 8:30-10 a.m.

Session 4A: Making Architectural Knowledge: Pedagogy, Evidence, and Judgment
SCAD MoA, Room 213
David Gobel, Savannah College of Art and Design, session moderator

The Architecture of Everyday Lives: Memory, Space, and Analog Pedagogies
Mary R. Springer, Louisiana Tech University
Drawing the Outline, Not the Map: Resisting Clarity and Leaving Gaps in Data
Visualization for Global Architectural History
Zahra Mirzaei, Georgia Institute of Technology (student)
Architectural Innovation in Nebraska: Built Environment Patents through 1950
Edward Harthorn, Vanasse Hangen Brustlin, Inc.
Kitsch or Postmodernist Recognition? The Politics of Style in the 1986 Aga Khan Award Jury
Ehsan Sheikholharam, Kennesaw State University

Session 4B: Construction Ecologies and Material Experiments, SCAD MoA, Room 214
Sarah Pitts, Lord Aeck Sargent, session moderator

Simon Velez: Pioneer in Bamboo Architecture

Shelby Weatherly, Savannah College of Art and Design (student)
Ferrocemento in New England: An Emerging Construction Ecology

Hayri Dortdivanlioglu, Dartmouth College
Intarsia and Spaces of Knowledge in Renaissance Italy

Kim Sexton, University of Arkansas
Nowhere To Go But Down: Early Stage Development of an Underground Architecture
Advocate, 1964—1973

Leonie Bunte, University of ldaho

Session 4C: Fact, Fabric, and Supposition: Making Preservation Knowledge
SCAD MoA, Room 215
Tom Gensheimer, Savannah College of Art and Design, session moderator
“...the grounds for this supposition...” St. Peter’s Church and the practice of restoration
architecture in mid-century Virginia
Andrew Marshall, MTFA Architecture, and Tasmin Hope, MTFA Architecture
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In the Footsteps of David Roberts Part Ill. Travels Along the Nile: The Island of Philae
Robert M. Craig, Georgia Institute of Technology

Family, Fortune, and Facades: From Lafayette Square to Electric City, Interpreting the
Hamilton—Turner House Through Lineage and Light
Sarah Hamilton Hathcock, The University of Tennessee at Chattanooga

Session 4D: Infrastructure of Hospitality: Hotels, Heritage, and Tourist Districts
SCAD MoA, Room 216
Mark Reinberger, University of Georgia, session moderator
The Struggles of Building First-Class Hotels Abroad: InterContinental Hotel
Corporation Hotels in Latin America, 1940s-60s
Ernesto Bilbao, Auburn University
Toward the Dodecagon of Hilton Head Island, Navigating the Intracoastal and the
Intercontinental
David Foxe, LS3P
Holding Neutral Ground: How Frenchmen Street Survives the Tourist Machine
Halle Rudolf, Savannah College of Art and Design (student)

Refreshment Break, SCAD Museum of Art 2nd-Floor Lobby, 10-10:15 a.m.

Session 5: Saturday, 10:15-11:45 a.m.

Session 5A: Staging History: Interpreting the Past Through Space and Media
SCAD MoA, Room 214
Leslie Sharp, Georgia Institute of Technology, session moderator

Choreographing the Sound of Belonging: Audio Guides and Embodied Protocols in
Period Rooms and House Museums
Ghassan Mohammed Alserayhi, Carnegie Mellon University (Student)
From Presentation to Exploration: Participation and Gamification as an Emerging
Direction in Architectural Heritage Interpretation
Zherui Liu, Georgia Institute of Technology (student)
Collecting the Uncollectable: Architecture’s Displacement and the A2 Railcar at the
United States Holocaust Memorial Museum
Forrest French, Virginia Tech (student)
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Session 5B: Faith and Fabric: The Social Life of Religious Architecture
SCAD MoA, Room 213
Kathy Wheeler, University of Tennessee, session moderator

Co-Production of Spatiality and Community: South Asian American (SAA) Sunni
Mosques and Muslims in Greater Houston, Texas

Humayra Alam, Texas A&M University (student)
Rising from the Ashes: The Reconstruction of the Independent Presbyterian Church of
Savannah, 1889-1891

Glen Umberger, Town of Bluffton, South Carolina

Session 5C: Architecture and Higher Education: Institution, Community, and Dissent
SCAD MoA, Room 215
Danielle Willkens, Georgia Institute of Technology, session moderator

North (Gaines) Hall — Atlanta University’s First and A First for Many
Sarah Pitts, Lord Aeck Sargent
Transgression and Difference: Dining Spaces, Everyday Practice, and Student Activism
at the Middle East Technical University Campus
Burak Erdim, North Carolina State University, and Oktay Kartal, North Carolina
State University (student)
There Are No Pictures: Intimate Revolutions at Tolstoy College
Steven Chodoriwsky, University of Utah

Session 5D: Vernacular Modernism and Manufactured Heritage in Residential
Architecture, SCAD MoA, Room 216
Daves Rossell, Savannah College of Art and Design, session moderator

Rondesics and the Prefab Round House
Lauren Kelly, Mead & Hunt
Momma Needs a New Lustron: The Marketing of Lustron Homes to Women in Little
Rock, Arkansas
Ralph Wilcox, Arkansas Historic Preservation Program
Manufactured Heritage: Coastal Mobile Homes of the Florida Keys
Delaney Cecere, University of Floriday
Build Better Houses with Lower Price Tags: The Rise of Concrete Residential
Construction in Florida
Anne Marie Sowder, CUNY City Tech, and Kelley G. Robinson, Florida State
University
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Business Meeting and Awards Lunch

12:15-2 p.m. -- 15-minute walk (see map on page 3). Shuttle available at the Turner Blvd. entry

SCAD Poetter Hall (Savannah Volunteer Guards Armory), May Poetter Gallery

342 Bull Street.

1892-1893, William G. Preston; 1978 and later, adaptive rehabilitation; 2001, 2008, 2012 partial
restoration

When Jasper Ward was laid out, the city granted
two lots to the Female Orphan Asylum, which built a
highly publicized structure on this site in 1838 and
then added another lot to accommodate a garden in
1846. When the orphanage was reorganized and
relocated to the now-demolished Wetter House on
West Broad Street in 1888, the Savannah Volunteer
Guards bought the property and replaced the
building with this castle-like armory.

Preston's design is a romantic mélange of red brick
towers and rounded arches, suggestive of a fortress
but also reflective of his exuberant Hotel Desoto,
which formerly stood across the square. The
24-pounder cannon flanking the entrance, which
were discovered buried under the previous
Volunteer Guard Armory facing Wright Square
during its demolition, are the oldest extant cannon
forged by the U.S. government. At the rear stands
the original drill hall; along the north side there was
once a rifle range and then an indoor swimming
pool. In 1978 the armory became the first of many
derelict buildings in Savannah to be renovated and adaptively reused by SCAD, for which it
remains the flagship building. The May Poetter Gallery originally served as the drill hall for the
Volunteer Guards. Upon SCAD’s opening, the space hosted the college’s library before being
converted into an event space.
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Session 6: Saturday, 2:30-4 p.m.

Session 6A: Gender, Practice, and Architectural Authorship, SCAD MoA, Room 213
Karen McKinney, Louisiana Division of Historic Preservation, session moderator
If you want to be an architect, marry an architect? Other professional paths
Christine Neal, Savannah College of Art and Design
Susana Torre and the Formation of the IAWA: Feminist Historiography and the Reconfiguration
of Architectural Knowledge
Lauren McQuistion, University of New Mexico
Revisiting American Women-in-Architecture Exhibitions, 1977—1993
Elizabeth Keslacy, Virginia Tech

Session 6B: Designing Childhood: Domesticity, Play, and Learning, SCAD MoA, Room 214
Andreea Mihalache, Clemson University, session moderator
From Parlor to Nursery: Probate Inventories and Children in the Early American House
Hannah Dinning, University of Virginia (student)
Following the Child: Domestic Privacy in Northern Iranian Vernacular Architecture Through
Kiarostami’s Koker Trilogy
Elizaveta Kavunets, Independent Scholar
Innovative School Design at Mid-Century: The West Columbia Elementary School
Stephen James, Indpendent Scholar

Session 6C: Architecture in Motion: Migration, Mutation, and the Vernacular, S\MoA, Room 213
Nicholas Serrano, University of Florida, session moderator
Camden and Beyond: The Rain Porch in the Expanding Cotton South
Jackson Dent, Independent Scholar
Beyond Mosques and Palaces: Everyday Islamic Architecture and Urban Inheritance in Cordoba
Husam Akoud, University of Portsmouth, UK (student)

Session 6D: Markets of Memory, SCAD MoA, Room 216
Jeff Rosenberg, Mississippi Department of Archives and History, session moderator
The Price of Preservation: How Urban Wealth Commodifies Cultural Authenticity in Crazy Rich
Asians
Carolina Mendoza, Savannah College of Art and Design (student)
Philip Simmons and the Commodification vs. the Preservation of Charleston’s Black History
Katie Dykens Quinn, New South Associates
Selling the South! How ltaly developed and built the nation through foreign capital
Giulia Amoresano, Auburn University

Refreshment Break, SCAD Museum of Art 2nd-Floor Lobby, 4-4:15 p.m.
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Closing Plenary Panel Discussion a:15-5:30 p.m.
SCAD Museum of Art Theater

Alternative Narratives: Archives, Ghosts, and Digital History in the History of Place
Moderator: Kelly W.S. Ritter, Ph.D., Savannah College of Art and Design

Panelists:

Alena Pirok, Ph.D. Assistant Professor, History Department, SUNY-Cortland

A historian of U.S. public history and historical memory, Dr. Pirok's work focuses on museums, historical
institutions, place, and lore. Her writings explore dark tourism and dissonant heritage in historical
downtowns, including her book, The Spirit of Colonial Williamsburg: Ghosts and Interpreting the
Recreated Past, which illustrates how ghost lore influenced the creation and interpretation of Colonial
Williamsburg. As a public historian she worked in interpretation, historical archaeology, and digital
projects at The Henry B. Plant Museum, George Washington’s Ferry Farm, George Washington
Birthplace National Monument (NPS), and in downtown Tampa, Florida, and Savannah, Georgia.

Scott Nesbit, Ph.D. Associate Professor and Director of Graduate Studies: Historic Preservation,
University of Georgia

Dr. Nesbit’s work explores the intersection between digital tools and humanistic questions, particularly
questions touching on the history and spaces of the American South. His dissertation in history at the
University of Virginia in 2013 explored the geography of slavery and emancipation in the Civil War South.
From 2009 until 2014 he was the associate director of the Digital Scholarship Lab at the University of
Richmond, where he was involved in the award-winning Mapping Inequality project. He has led digital
history projects such as Visualizing Emancipation, which used a wide array of textual sources to map out
where and when slavery fell apart during the American Civil War.

Luciana Spracher Archives & History Officer, City of Savannah

Ms. Spracher oversees one of the largest teams of archivists in a public municipal archive in the country.
She earned her B.F.A. in Historic Preservation at SCAD in 1998 and her M.A. in Public History at
Armstrong State University (now Georgia Southern) in 2002, amply preparing her to explore Savannah’s
history using a range of historical methods. In her capacity as Archives & History Officer, she has
spearheaded the documentation of underrepresented, especially African American, communities in
Savannah and capture their voices through oral history. Such research provides an important model of
expanding historical narratives and the methods of capturing their stories, helping fill the gaps in the
historical record created by the differing historical priorities of the past.

Closing Reception: 5:30-6:30 p.m.
SCAD Museum of Art Courtyard




About SCAD: The University for Creative Careers

SCAD is a private, nonprofit, accredited university, offering more than 100 graduate and
undergraduate degree programs across locations in Atlanta and Savannah, Georgia;
Lacoste, France; and online via SCADnow. SCAD enrolls approximately 18,500
undergraduate and graduate students from more than 100 countries. The future-minded
SCAD curriculum engages professional-level technology and myriad advanced learning
resources, affording students opportunities for internships, professional certifications, and
real-world assignments with corporate partners through SCADpro, the university’s renowned
research lab and prototype generator. SCAD has earned top rankings for degree programs
in interior design, architecture, film, fashion, digital media, and more. Career success is
woven into every fiber of the university, resulting in a superior alumni employment rate. A
2026 study found that 99% of recent SCAD graduates were employed, pursuing further
education, or both within 12 months of graduation. SCAD provides students and alumni with
ongoing career support through personal coaching, alumni programs, a professional
presentation studio, and more.

SCAD is accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on
Colleges to award bachelor’'s and master’s degrees. The university confers Bachelor of Arts,
Bachelor of Fine Arts, Master of Architecture, Master of Arts, and Master of Fine degrees,
as well as undergraduate and graduate certificates. The professional M.Arch. degree is
accredited by the National Architectural Accrediting Board. The SCAD interior design
progra.m.leading to the Bachelor of Fine Arts degree in Atlanta and Savannah is accredited
by the Council for Interior Design Accreditation.

For more information, visit scad.edu.



About the SCAD School of Building Arts

SCAD’s School of Building Arts brings together architecture, architectural history, interior
design, and furniture design to educate the next generation of architects and designers
shaping the built environment. Across these connected disciplines, students explore how
people experience and interact with the spaces, structures, objects, and historic places that
define our world. Through rigorous studio-based learning, advanced technology, hands-on
making, and collaboration across disciplines, students develop the creative, technical, and
critical-thinking skills needed to become the architects, designers, preservationists, and
placemakers of tomorrow.

About the SCAD Architectural History Department

Founded in 1996, the architectural history department hosts two unique programs balancing
history and theory with studio skills that support the discipline. The B.F.A. and M.F.A. both
result in faculty-mentored thesis projects developing students’ talents with documenting the
built environment, archival research, field research, and exceptional communication. In
keeping with SCAD’s mission, the department focuses on having students acquire work
experience through internships and participation in SCADpro and SCAD SERVE initiatives
partnering with outside professional companies or groups. The department is proud to host
a student chapter of the Society of Architectural Historians, the Oglethorpe Chapter
(OCSAH), which provides vital support to student experience in the built environment.
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